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Standards of Practice: Care of the Patient with Pericardial Pigtail Catheter

I. Assessment
A. Assess the patient for the following complications q 4 hr:
1. Distended neck veins
Decreasing systolic blood pressure (<90 mm Hg or > 20 mm Hg lower than baseline)
Narrowing pulse pressure (Normal range: 20 - 50 mm Hg)
Muffled heart sounds
Pulsus paradoxus
Equalization of hemodynamic pressures
Redness, swelling, or drainage from the catheter exit site
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II. Interventions
A. Flush pericardial catheters per perscriber order (3 ml 0.9% NaCl and 1 ml 100 units/ml of heparin flush q 8 hr and with each use is
the usual order).
B. Fluid may be aspirated from a pericardial catheter as needed per prescriber order. Pericardial fluid may be withdrawn at timed
intervals or if the patient develops signs and symptoms of pericardial tamponade.

ITI. Documentation
A. Document the assessment parameters listed above and the presence of complications in the MIS or Nursing Notes.

B. Document the administration of heparin flush and the amount of fluid aspirated by the physician in MIS or the Critical Care Flow
Sheet.
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